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By SAM GIAIMO, Press Staff Writer

DE LAND, Fla.-A convict's attempt to "escape"
from a Florida prison camp by confessing the murder
of Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard collapsed this afternoon.
Cleveland authorities branded the story of Donald
J. Wedler "a complete hoax."
They said the admitted dope addict had failed to
prove that he was anywhere near Cleveland July 4,
1954, the night Mrs. Sheppard was brutally beaten to
death in her Bay Village bedroom.
Sheriff Rodney Thursby concurred in the opm1on
that Wedler knew nothing about the Sheppard case ex•
cept what he had read in detective story magazines.
Infuriated when Cuyahoga County Coroner Samuel
R. Gerber and former Cleveland Detective Chief James
McArthur called him a liar, Wedler roared back:
" Telling the Truth ••• "

"I'm telling the truth.... I'm telling what I remem•
her. ... If the facts don't jibe, it's your job to clear
!
th em up . .. ."
McArthur thrust pictures of the murdered Marilyn
in front of Wedler. The photos showed the 35 savage
wounds that killed her.
"Does that look like your handiwork?" the veteran
policman demanded.

Wedler looked away. "It doesn't seem likely," he
murmured.
The convict insisted that he had slugged Mrs. Shep•
pard with a 9-in. long piece of pipe, about 1-in. in
diameter, with a larger elbow. He insisted he had "hit
her only three or four times . . . not over five times."
"It would have been impossible for that type of
weapon to inflict the wounds that killed Mrs. Shep•
pard," Dr. Gerber declared.
Knew No Details

McArthur said Wedler "couldn't be pinned down
to a single precise detail."
Wedler told of drinking in Cleveland bars, but he
couldn't name or locate them.
He said he had stolen a car in downtown Cleveland,
and claimed that he drove down a "side road" to park
at the Sheppard home. The Sheppard h_ome, however,
is on Lake Rd., a main thoroughfare.
"We didn't break him down," McArthur said. "We
didn't have to. It's plain that he isn't telling the truth.
He's a million miles -off in everything."
As a test, McArthur asked Wedler specific . details
about other burglaries he had admitted and other
places where he had been.
The convict had vivid recollections about everything,
but he couldn't be specific about anything in Cleve-

land, or about any details of the Sheppard case.
"His story is a complete hoax," Dr. Gerber said.
The coroner said he, McArthur and County Detec
tive Dave Yettra would fly back to Cleveland tonight.
"As far as we're concerned," Dr. Gerber said, "the
investigation of this hoax is over."
Calls Wedler a "Liar and Faker"

He branded Wedler a "complete liar and faker."
Still angrily protesting his guilt-insisting that he
had committed a crime that might get him the electric
chair-the 6-ft. tall, tattooed convict was led back to
his cell by Sheriff Thursby.
Thursby, to whom Wedler made his original "con•
fession," said:
"I sat in on the entire questioning. I don't see how
this man could possibly be connected with the Marilyn
Sheppard murder."
.

The quizzing of the 23-year-old convict lasted three
hours and 45 minutes.
McArthur , who directed the investigation which re
sulted in Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard's conviction for
murder, did the questioning . . . first softly and gently,
Turn to Page 2, Column 4
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